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1Co 12:1 ¶ Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not 

want you to be ignorant: 

 2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these 

dumb idols, however you were led. 

 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by 

the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say 

that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

 4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 

 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same 

God who works all in all. 

  

 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for 

the profit of all: 

 8 for to one is given  

the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another  

 

the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 

 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another  

 

gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 

 10 to another the working of miracles,  

 

10b to another prophecy,  

 

10c to another discerning of spirits,  

 

10d to another different kinds of tongues,  

 



10e to another the interpretation of tongues. 

 

 

 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things,  

 

11b  distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

 

OVERCOMING INSECURITY IN MINISTY 

 12 ¶ For as the body is one and has many members, but all 

the members of that one body, being many, are one body, 

so also is Christ. 

 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--

whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have 

all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am 

not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 

 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I 

am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 

 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 

hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the 

smelling? 

  

YOU ARE WHERE YOU ARE AND WHO YOU ARE BY GOD’S 

DESIGN 

18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in 

the body just as He pleased. 

 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body 

be? 

 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 

 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of 

you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of 

you." 



 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which 

seem to be weaker are necessary. 

 23 And those members of the body which we think to be 

less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our 

unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 

 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God 

composed the body, having given greater honor to that part 

which lacks it, 

 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the 

members should have the same care for one another. 

 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; 

or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

 27 ¶ Now you are the body of Christ, and members 

individually. 

 

 

 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that 

miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

varieties of tongues. 

 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are 

all workers of miracles? 

 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? 

Do all interpret? 

 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a 

more excellent way. 

 DESIRE THE GIFT THAT IS BEST FOR THE JOB AT HAND 

 

 

 

 

 



YOUR GOD-GIVEN RESOURCES ARE TO BE USED COMPLETELY 

NOT PARTIALLY 

Mt 25:14 ¶ "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man 

traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and 

delivered his goods to them. 

 15 "And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to 

another one, to each according to his own ability; and 

immediately he went on a journey. 

 16 "Then he who had received the five talents went and 

traded with them, and made another five talents. 

 17 "And likewise he who had received two gained two 

more also. 

 18 "But he who had received one went and dug in the 

ground, and hid his lord's money. 

 19 "After a long time the lord of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. 

 20 "So he who had received five talents came and brought 

five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five 

talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.' 

 21 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful 

servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you 

ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 

 22 "He also who had received two talents came and said, 

'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained 

two more talents besides them.' 

 23 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful 

servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make 

you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 

IT DOES NOT MATTER HOW TALENTS YOU HAVE BEEN 

GIVEN…IT ONLY MATTERS IF YOU USE THEM 

 24 "Then he who had received the one talent came and 

said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 



have not sown, and gathering where you have not 

scattered seed. 

 25 'And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Look, there you have what is yours.' 

 26 "But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and 

lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, 

and gather where I have not scattered seed 

 27 'So you ought to have deposited my money with the 

bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my 

own with interest. 

 28 'Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him 

who has ten talents. 

 29 'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will 

have abundance; but from him who does not have, even 

what he has will be taken away. 

 30 'And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer 

darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

 

5. (26-30) The third servant is judged. 
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy 

servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather 

where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my 

money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received 

back my own with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and 

give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more 

will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does 

not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the 

unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’” 
a. You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have 

not sown: The condemnation of this third servant – 



here called a wicked and lazy servant – was strong. The 
sovereignty of the master never excused the 
laziness of the servant. It condemned that laziness 
all the more. 

i. Those who don’t work for the Lord, or pray, or 
don’t evangelize because God is sovereign condemn 
themselves by their laziness. By their actions (or lack 
of action) they show that they are like the wicked 
servant in the parable. They do not know their 
Master’s heart at all. “The lord of the unprofitable 
servant tells him, that the fault lay in his own sloth 
and wickedness, and his dread of his lord’s security 
was but a mere frivolous pretence and unreasonable 
excuse.” (Poole) 

ii. The charge against this servant who merely 
buried his talent was that he was wicked and lazy. We 
rarely see laziness as a real sin, something that 
must be repented of before the Lord. If laziness 
were a calling or a spiritual gift, this man would 
have been excellent. 

iii. “Not dishonest – the master had not misjudged 
as to that – but indolent, unenterprising, 
timid…Slothful, a poor creature altogether: 
suspicious, timid, heartless, spiritless, idle.” (Bruce) 



iv. We might say that this servant did not have a 
proper fear of his master, but an unfitting fear of 
risk and failure. 

 

 

 

 

d. Cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: 
Because he was wicked and lazy, the third servant 
demonstrated that he was not a true servant of his 
master at all. It is fitting that he (and those who 
show the same heart) was cast forever out of the 
master’s presence. 
i. Just as there was a sense of heaven in the destiny 
for the two faithful servants, there is a strong sense 
of hell in the destiny for the wicked and lazy servant. 
ii. In the larger context of Matthew 25, the main 
point of this parable is clear: our readiness for Jesus’ 
return is determined by our stewardship of the 
resources that He has given us. 
iii. Some think that readiness for Jesus’ return is a 
very spiritual and abstract thing. It really isn’t – it is 
a matter of being about our business for the Lord. 
In light of this parable, we must ask ourselves: What 
have we done with our knowledge? Our time? Our 
money? Our abilities? The sins of omission [what we 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+25&t=NKJV


don’t do] may ultimately be more dangerous than 
the sins of commission [what we do]. 
 

 

EXMPLE OF GOD’S PROVISION FROM JESUS IN 

MATTHEW 
 

Mt 10:1 ¶ And when He had called His twelve disciples to 

Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them 

out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 

disease. 

 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James 

the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose 

surname was Thaddaeus; 

 4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed Him. 

 5 ¶ These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, 

saying: "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not 

enter a city of the Samaritans. 

 6 "But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 7 "And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven 

is at hand.' 

 8 "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 

demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

 9 "Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money 

belts, 

 10 "nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor 

staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food. 



 11 "Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is 

worthy, and stay there till you go out. 

 12 "And when you go into a household, greet it. 

 13 "If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. 

But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 

 14 "And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, 

when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust 

from your feet. 

 15 "Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than 

for that city! 

 

HE GAVE THEM SPECIFIC POWER FOR SPECIFIC MINISTRY  

(10:1) 

 

HE GAVE THEM SPECIFIC DIRECTION (10:5-6) 

 

HE GAVE THEM A SPECIFIC MESSAGE (V7) 

 

FREEDOM IN MINISTRY WAS BASED UPON HIS FREE PROVISION 

(V8) 

 

FREE PROVISION FOR MINISTRY IS ALWAYS TESTED (V9-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2Co 9:5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the 

brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your 

generous gift beforehand, which you had previously 



promised, that it may be ready as a matter of generosity 

and not as a grudging obligation. 

 6 ¶ But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.   (REMINDS US OF WHAT JESUS JUST SAID) 

 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, 

that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 

have an abundance for every good work. 

 9 As it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, He has given to 

the poor; His righteousness endures forever." 

10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread 

for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and 

increase the fruits of your righteousness, 

 11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, 

which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 

 

  

REVIEW 

 

1Cor 12 
 

1 DON’T BE CARRIED AWAY BY DUMB IDOLS  

2 EVERYBODY’S GIFT IS DIFFERENT 

3 EVERY BODY’S MINISTRY IS DIFFERENT 

4 EVERYBODY’S EMPLEMENTTION IS DIFFERENT 

5 ALL ARE EMPOWERED BY GOD 

6 MINISTRY IS FOR THE PROFIT OF ALL 



7 GOD GIVES SUPERNATURAL GIFTS FOR A SUPERNATURAL 

JOB 

8 KNOW WHO IN CHRIST YOU ARE AND OVERCOME 

INSECUITY 

9 YO ARE WHO YOU ARE AND WHERE YOU ARE BY GOD’S 

DESIGN 

10 DESIRE THE GIFT THAT IS BEST FOR THE MINISTRY T HAND 

 

 

MATT 25 

1 YOUR GOD-GIVEN RESOURCES ARE TO BE USED 

COMPLETELY; NOT PARTIALY 

 

 

MATT 10 

 

1 HE GAVE THEM SPECIFIC POWER FOR SPECIFIC MINISTRY  

(10:1) 

 

2 HE GAVE THEM SPECIFIC DIRECTION (10:5-6) 

 

3 HE GAVE THEM A SPECIFIC MESSAGE (V7) 

 

4 FREEDOM IN MINISTRY WAS BASED UPON HIS FREE 

PROVISION (V8) 

 



5 FREE PROVISION FOR MINISTRY IS ALWAYS TESTED (V9-

10) 

 

 

 

2COR 9:5 
 

1 BE PREPARED BEFORE HAND 

 

2 ERADICATE ZERO-SUM THINKING 

 

3 MINISTER FREELY GENEROUSLY AND JOYFULLY 

 

4 ALL OF GOD’S GRACE IS IS ABUNDANT AND AVAILABLE 

FOR YOU 

 

5 EVERY GOOD WORK H HAS PREPARED FOR YOU IS 

PROVIDED FOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S PRAY 

 

(((TURN OFF VIDEO)))) 

 

A SPECIAL GIFT….FROM ANON… 

Here are a few examples I thought of but these are just to 

give an idea and are not meant to limit 

 give to a trusted ministry used to help a pregnancy center  



 buy coffee for someone to facilitate a conversation about 

God  

 take a struggling friend to lunch  

 buy gas to take someone to run an errand or to church  

 to buy books to better equip themselves to give an 

answer  

 leave a huge tip with a tract  

 by something for Operation Christmas child  

 take flowers to a widow  

 by lunch for homeless person  

 spend the night at a retreat center to recharge their 

batteries to be able to continue ministering  

 take a fatherless boy to the zoo  

 by resources to give away  

 by ink cartridges  

 by cards or gifts  

 by supplies to help with whatever their particular ministry 

is … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread 

for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and 

increase the fruits of your righteousness, 

 11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, 

which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 
 

 



 


